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adhering to, and if necessary enforcing, "the principles of a higher order (Us considerations dfun ordre plus eleve) which they regard as essential to the protection of the peace of Europe from any subversive attempts (bouleversements) " In case of aggression by a third Power, the contracting parties agreed to seek common understanding, not to conclude outside alliances, and if necessary to make arrangements for joint military action. On October 22 N.S., Emperor William acceded to the Schonbrunn convention. Both conventions (May and June) could be denounced on serving a two-year's notice.
The realignment of the Powers evidenced by the cordiality in the relations of the three emperors was a political factor of paramount importance; it was interpreted as a return to the principles of the Holy Alliance of the pre-Crimean era, and as an attempt to maintain the status quo through the concerted action of the three conservative courts. The most notable feature of the new European situation was the reconciliation of Germany and Russia with Austria-Hungary. Relations between Russia and Germany were not appreciably affected by the developments of 1872-1873.
If the international significance of the entente cordiale of the three emperors- is clear, the practical usefulness of the two conventions of 1873 is open to serious doubt. The Russo-German convention of May 6, N.S., was the handiwork of the military, not of the diplomats. Bismarck, fearing its repercussions on the relations between Germany and Austria-Hungary, refused to countersign it. "What precise meaning and how much significance should be attached to this convention it is impossible to estimate without more evidence than is at present available . . . ," writes Sumner. "The Russian foreign office seems to have left the convention pigeon-holed , . . and the tsar, who was always vague about engagements, seems to have forgotten it. At any rate it played no part in the succeeding years, during which no reference appears to have been made to it." It was specifically abrogated, however, by the treaty of June 18, 1881 N.S.12 The Schonbrunn convention, the only written basis for the "three emperors' league/' is properly characterized by Sumner as "jejune and vague"; according to the same author, "Russian and Austrian archives have not yet revealed any specific reference to action being taken under the convention in the following years." 1S
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